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case he won the royal favor, was granted monopo-
lies, promotion, and estates, and launched upon
the full flood-stream of fortune.

He was not yet thirty when he obtained for his
half-brother, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, then a man of
thirty-eight, a royal commission 'to inhabit and
possess all remote and Heathen lands not in the
possession of any Christian prince. * The draft of
Gilbert's original prospectus, dated at London, the
6th of November, 1577, and still kept there in the
Record Office, is an appeal to Elizabeth in which he
proposed *to discover and inhabit some strange
place.' Gilbert was a soldier and knew what
fighting meant; so he likewise proposed *to set
forth certain ships of war to the New Land, which,
with your good licence, I will undertake without
your Majesty's charge. . . . The New Land
fish is a principal and rich and everywhere vendi-
ble merchandise; and by the gain thereof shipping,
victual, munition, and the transporting of five or
six thousand soldiers may be defrayed.9

But Gilbert's associates cared nothing for fish
and everything for gold. He went to the West
Indies, lost a ship, and returned without a for-
tune. Next year he was forbidden to repeat the
experiment.